Mucormycosis in a patient with low risk myelodysplasia treated with anti-TNF-alpha.
Accelerated programmed cell death or apoptosis appears to play an important role in the pathogenesis of myelodysplasia. As overexpression of TNF-alpha has been described to induce cell death in myelodysplasia, treatment with anti-TNF-alpha is currently being explored. Caution is needed because of an increased risk of opportunistic infection during anti-TNF-alpha treatment. We here describe a patient who was treated with anti-TNF-alpha for low risk myelodysplasia and died of invasive mucormycosis.